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the Eastern Turks, taking advantage of the still imperfect pacifi-
cation of the realm, made raids up to the very walls of Ch'angan
and the city was saved largely by the personal bravery and energy
of T'ai Tsung. Before long, however, T'ai Tsung was able to turn
the tide. He was not content with building ramparts on the north
against the invader—he is said, indeed, to have declined to repair
the Great Wall—but insisted on carrying the war into the enemies'
territory and rendering the marches safe from attack by subduing
the would-be invaders in their native haunts. As Yang Chien had
done before him, he sowed dissension among the Turkish peoples,
and when this had done its work, his armies conquered the Eastern
(or Northern) Turks (630) and brought their territories within
his Empire. A little later the Western Turks, although then at
the height of their power, were badly defeated, and the Uighurs,
a Turkish tribe, were detached from them and became sturdy
supporters of the T'ang in the Gobi. The Khitans, Mongols in
Eastern Mongolia and Southern Manchuria, made their submis-
sion (630). In the Tarim basin and along the overland trade
routes were several small states of Tochari and other peoples who
seem to have been of Indo-European stock and whose language
was certainly Indo-European. Some of these, including one in
Turfan, were reduced to vassalage. Kashgar and Yarkand ac-
cepted Chinese garrisons, and across the mountains Samarkand
and Bokhara acknowledged Chinese suzerainty. The vast Chi-
nese domains in these regions were grouped into two adminis-
trative protectorates called Anhsi, "the peaceful West," with its
capital first a little west of Turfan and later still farther west,
and Peit'ing. At its greatest extent—after Tai Tsung's death—
they included much of what more recently have been called the
New Dominion, Russian Turkestan, and Afghanistan—although
on much of this Chinese rule sat fairly lightly. The great land
routes were now more firmly under Chinese control than at any
time since the Han. T'ai Tsung received and sent envoys from
and into India and it is said that in 643 an embassy arrived from
the ruler of Fulin—probably from somewhere in what we now call
the Near East and identical with Ta Ch'in. The Tibetans, re-
cently become a unified power, proved a formidable enemy, but
T'ai Tsung, after his armies had beaten off an attack by them,
gave to their prince a Chinese princess in marriage, and she is said

